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Description

Arthur Weaver Golf Print of Gleneagles.
A good golfing photolithograph taken from the original painting by Arthur Weaver. Entitled '6th Green, Kings
Course, Gleneagles' and published by Sportsman's Edge, Ltd. 1987. The picture depicts the 6th hole, Blink
Bonnie, with a golfer putting and a second crouched down reading his putt holding an umbrella. The King's
Course, opened in 1919, was designed by James Braid a five times Open Champion and a member of the
Great Triumvirate of the sport, together with J.H.Taylor and Harry Vardon.

taken from the Gleneagles website:-

The Gleneagles Hotel's Grand Opening Gala was on 7 June 1924 but its history commenced 14 years prior
to that momentous day. In 1910 Donald Matheson, General Manager of the Caledonian Railway Company,
was on holiday in Strathearn. His railway line ran through the valley and, as it was the era of 'Grand Hotels'
he was so impressed by the surrounding countryside in Scotland that he conjured up the vision of a large
country house hotel, built in the style of a palace which would provide leisure in the form of golf to the
travelling public.

Perhaps this concept can best be described as "guests will travel on our trains, to stay in our hotel, to play
golf on our courses". In keeping with his plans for the excellence of the concept, Donald Matheson looked
for the best in the creation of two golf courses. He engaged James Braid, one of the golfing greats, to
design and create the King's and Queen's Courses in the grounds of the hotel. Braid had won five Open
Championships between 1901 and 1910 and then turned to golf course design. The King's and Queen's,
created out of a wilderness using manual labour, pick and shovel, horse and cart, were ready much earlier
than the hotel and began to make their name between 1918 and 1924.

The Gleneagles courses, although not by the sea, resemble the older links golf courses in Scotland in that
they are built on sand and gravel, which were deposited when the last ice sheet finally melted some 15,000
years ago, leaving long ridges, flat-topped mounds and enclosed hollows. Braid turned this dramatic
landscape into the King's and Queen's Courses. The result is an idyllic golfing landscape where many of
the fairways and greens, particularly on the King's are isolated from neighbouring holes by the gravel
ridges, so giving golfers the luxury of feeling they are playing on their own private course. The turf on these
older courses is firm and springy and, therefore, never tiring to play on.

The summer of 1928 saw the opening of a third course of nine holes. This was known as 'The Wee Course'
and was designed by the head greenkeeper, George Alexander. The Wee Course was lengthened to the
full eighteen holes in 1974 and renamed Prince's. A fourth course, Glendevon, was opened in 1980.

When Jack Nicklaus created the Monarch's Course in the early 1990s it was over the eighteen holes of the
Glendevon Course and some holes of the Prince's Course (the remaining holes of the Prince's Course were
incorporated into a new nine-hole 'Wee Course', designed by the Gleneagles greenkeepers, recalling the
original Wee Course of the 1920s). The Monarch's Course was renamed The PGA Centenary Cour...
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